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5. Stamps that have no perforations are called.                
6. The initials of the country where perforations were first used. 
9. Before perforations, stamps had to be cut apart with. 
10.  The pointy part of  the perforation.  
Down 
1. Try not to have stamps with _ _ _ _ _ _ _  perforations  in your 
collection. 
2.  Jagged edge on stamps. 
3.  Some stamps have _ _ _ _  perforations. 
4.  The abbreviated word for perforations is. 
7.  Perforations are tiny  _ _ _ _ _ in the paper. 
8.  Who invented perforations? Mr  _ _ _ _ _ _. 

  Perusing  

Perforations refer to the holes punched around the edges of the 
stamp that separate it from the others. Understanding  
perforation measurements helps to identify stamps. 
  
The number on the gauge (like 10, 12 or 14½ ) tells you how 
many holes fit in 2 cm.                      
 

Perforations, invented in 1848 by Englishman Henry Archer, 
were first used on stamps by Great Britain.  

Perforations 

 
I am an imperforate stamp, I do 
not have any perforations. I was 
the first stamp in the world to be 
issued.  The postmaster had to cut 
the stamps apart.                
               Cheers  
                      Victoria 



Perforation Gauge 
                            

Place the stamp on the gauge, aligning the perforated holes 
with the dots on the gauge so each dot fits perfectly into all the   
holes. Then, make a note of the perforation size.  

P_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

T_ _ _ _ H _ _ _ _ 

 Some stamps have different-sized perforations on the top than 
on the sides (1), while others have the same size all around (2). 
 
Traditional sheet stamps have real perforations, while self-
adhesive stamps often use simulated perforations to resemble 
them.  
 
The holes and the points (teeth) between them help make  
separating the stamps easier.  
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Parts of a Perforation  


